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THE GAIETTE OF INDIA: EXTRAORDINARY 


[Part I—Sec, 1] 


MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
NOTfflCATION 

New Delhi, the 12th April, 2001 

obiujary 

No. 3/3/2001-Public. —Chaudhaiy Devi Lai passed away on 6th April, 2001 at New Delhi. The death of 
Chaudhaiy Devi Lai has deprived the country of a seasoned parliamentarian, a veteran freedom fighter and a respected 
Kisan leader. 

2. Bom in Chautala Village in Sirsa District of Haryana on 25th September, 1914, he received his education 
from Dev Samaj High School, Moga. He joined the freedom stmggle in 1929 at the age of 15, while studying in 
Class X. at the call of Gandhiji. He participated in the Civil Disobedience and Quit India Movements. 

3. Chaudhaiy Devi Lai's first stint with the peasants movement came in 1946 when he took part in the 
agitation for landless farmers. He was the President of the Punjab Pradesh Congress Committee in 1958 and member 
of the State Legislative Assembly from 1952 to 1962. He led the Kisan movement in 1972 and 'Haryana Bachao’ 
agitation in 1985. He was elected as Member of the Haryana Legislative Assembly in 1974,1977,1982,1985 and 1987. 
He served as Chief Minister of Haryana for two terms from 1977 to 1980 and 1987 to 1989. 

4. Chaudhaiy Devi Lai was elected to the Lok Sabha in 1980 and was rc-elccted inl989 when he was 
appointed as the Deputy Prime Minister in the National Front Government. He was the President of the Janta Dal 
(Secular) in 1990 ofthe Janata Dal Parliamentary Board from 1988—1990 and of the Samajwadi Janata Party from 
1991—1995. He was elected to the Rajya Sabha from Haryana in 1998. 

5. Chaudhaiy Devi Lai took keen interest in rural development and in the welfare of farmers and villagers. 

6. Chaudhaiy Devi Lai is survived by three sons the eldest ofwhom is ShriOmParkash Chautala, presently 
Chief Minister of Haryana. 
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